






24 REDUCING FUTURE EMISSIONS  

The average European makes 19 journeys on public transport a year

CAPTURING CARBON 
IN EUROPE:
A PROMISING INITIATIVE 

We are pleased to lend our
experience and support to
CO2ReMoVe: a new European
research initiative by a consortium
of leading energy companies,
research organisations and the EU 

Over the next five years, it will
evaluate the effectiveness of a
range of CCS technologies at the
Sleipner and Snohvit oil fields in
the North Sea and Barents Sea, 
at Ketzin in Germany and at 
In Salah in Algeria

We expect that this project will add
to the learnings from other CCS
research initiatives in which we are
already involved, both in our own
operations and in collaboration
with others, including:

International Energy Agency
Greenhouse Gas Research 
and Development Programme 

University of Texas 

Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology

The Global Climate and Energy
Project (in which TU Delft,
the Energy Research Centre
of The Netherlands and the
Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology participate)
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Greenhouse gases escape
from human activity and
accumulate in the atmosphere.
But what if we could capture
them before they escape -
and store them instead? 

It’s a simple idea. And, if we
can turn it into practical
application, worldwide, it has
the potential to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions on a very
large scale.

Carbon Capture and Storage

CCS technology is used to separate
carbon dioxide from a gas stream,
compress it, transport it by pipeline and
inject it underground for safe storage.

ExxonMobil is a global leader in the use 
of these technologies. We have developed
and used them for many years at industrial
scale, in operations that capture CO2 from
oil and gas production, transport it and
inject it as part of enhanced oil recovery and
other operations. We are also a partner in
one of the longest-running CCS projects 
in the world: the Sleipner field, off the
coast of Norway, where over 1 million tonnes
of CO2 have been reinjected each year
since 1998. 

However, as a tool to address greenhouse
gas emissions, CCS technology is costly. 
It also needs further assessment to confirm
its potential in applications like power
production, and to satisfy regulators and
the public that CO2 can be stored safely
for hundreds of years or more.

We have long conducted our own research
in this area and we continue to support
external research and development efforts
to advance understanding of this technology.

Long-term potential 

The prize could be very significant in the
long term, because CCS has the potential
to be used in a range of large industrial
emissions sources. 

According to the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC), such sources -
especially coal-fired power stations, as well
as refineries, smelters and chemical plants,
among others - produce nearly 60% of the
world’s man-made CO2 emissions. 

A number of studies cited by the IPCC
indicate that Carbon Capture and Storage
could be a major contributor to reducing
CO2 emissions over this century.  
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Off the coast of Norway, the Sleipner West field (ExxonMobil
interest: 32%) produces 22 million cubic metres of gas a day

The Sleipner field is one of the principal research sites for the
CO2ReMoVe initiative
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energy.
economy.
environment.
they are all
essentials.

Expanding the availability of clean, reliable, affordable energy
is critical to alleviating poverty, raising living standards and
promoting prosperity worldwide. In our view, the best way 
to achieve it is to develop energy sources that are technically
feasible, broadly applicable, consistently available, commercially
viable - and economically affordable. 

We must work to reduce the environmental impact of mankind’s
use of energy. But we cannot ignore its necessity. According
to the International Energy Agency, 1.6 billion people around
the world lack electricity, and 2.4 billion still rely on basic fuels
like wood and waste. For these people, energy does not just
mean improving lives: it means preserving them. 

As we continue to explore for new resources, invest in new
technologies, look for new ways to meet rising demand and
strive to reduce the environmental impact of our products 
and our processes, we cannot forget our responsibility 
to deliver energy to people who need it. 

It’s all part of the energy challenge we face, every day.
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To find out more about the company and our
activities, please feel free to contact us:

Europe Headquarters

ExxonMobil Petroleum & Chemical b.v.b.a.
Public Affairs
Hermeslaan 2, 1831 Machelen, Belgium
Tel: +32 2 722 4477 Fax: +32 2 722 2780
exxonmobileurope.com

Europe Country Offices

ExxonMobil Benelux
Public Affairs
Graaf Engelbertlaan 75, 4837 DS Breda, 
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 76 529 1355 Fax: +31 76 520 5072
exxonmobil.be

ExxonMobil Central Europe Holding GmbH
Public Affairs
Kapstadtring 2, 22297 Hamburg, Germany
Tel: +49 40 6393 3131 Fax: +49 40 6393 2211
exxonmobil.de

Esso S.A.F.
Public Affairs
2, rue des Martinets, 
92 569 Rueil Malmaison Cedex, France
Tel: +33 1 47 10 60 00 Fax: +33 1 47 10 66 03
esso.fr

Esso Norge AS
Public Affairs
Grenseveien 6, 4313 Sandnes, Norway
Tel: +47 51 60 60 60 Fax: +47 51 60 66 60
exxonmobil.no    exxonmobil.fi

ExxonMobil Mediterranea S.r.l.
Public Affairs
Viale Castello della Magliana, 25, 
00148 Rome, Italy
Tel: +39 06 65966 1 Fax: +39 06 65966 2411
esso.it

Esso UK Limited
Public Affairs
ExxonMobil House, Ermyn Way, Leatherhead
Surrey KT22 8UX  United Kingdom
Tel: +44 1372 222000 Fax: +44 1372 222556
exxonmobil.co.uk    esso.ie

Europe represents about 9% of the world’s population, and accounts for some 17% of current global energy demand
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© 2007 ExxonMobil Petroleum & Chemical. All rights reserved.
No paragraph or other part of this document may be reproduced
or transmitted in any form by any means, including photocopying
and recording, without the written permission of the publisher.
While the information is accurate to the best of our knowledge
and belief as of the date compiled, it is limited to the information
as specified. No representation or warranty, expressed or implied,
is made regarding the information, or its completeness,
merchantability, or fitness for a particular use. The user is solely
responsible for all determinations regarding use and we disclaim
liability for any loss or damage that may occur from the use of
this information. The ExxonMobil emblem, the Esso logo, the
Mobil logo and the “interlocking X” device are trademarks of
Exxon Mobil Corporation. Printed in Belgium 2007. 
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